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rey Division crews, like this one on Highway it near Hillsboro, were e: Hishiree eH from greets and aghiay’ 
following last month’s series of outbursts from Mount St. Helens. 


Mount St. Helens flexed its mus- 
cles again Oct. 16-18, and sent 
Highway Division cleanup crews 
into hurried action. 

During the two-day period, five 
outbursts of steam and ash spewed 


tists described as a single eruption. 


The first outburst, which occurred 


about 9:30 Thursday evening was 
the heaviest. Winds carried the ash 
in a southwesterly direction across 
Portland to the coast. 

Because ash can make highway 
surfaces slick, damage car engines, 
and impair vision, maintenance 
crews from the Baldock and Sylvan 
sections were called out early Fri- 
day morning. Anti-ash safeguards 
were applied to the trucks, and the 
crews were in action by 1:30 a.m., 
flushing over 40 miles of highway 
in the Washington County and 
Portland areas. 

Jack Bryan, maintenance office 
coordinator in Salem, described 
the fallout as “fairly light.’ He said 


the fallout zone extended on the 


west from Rainier southwesterly to 
Neskowin; the eastern edge was 
_ generally along the western footh- 
ills of the Cascades; and the south- 
erly limits extended to Corvallis 


ee 


and Eugene. 

In protected areas, such as 1-405 
where the wind could not dissipate 
the ash, about 600 gallons of a dust 
holder were applied to hold down 
pollution. 


_ About 80-man-hours of flushing 
en operations were employed by Reg- __ 


ion 2 crews on the Grande Ronde 
to Otis Junction section of the Sal- 
mon River Highway; along the Otis 
Junction to Lincoln City section of 
the Coast Highway; and from 
Grand Ronde to Dolph Junction 


parca * . 
‘The Highway DIVISIO has been 


Ash fall brings flushing crews out 


along the Three Rivers Highway. 


On Oct. 17, light fallout was re- 


ported in The Dalles, with a trace in 


- Bend. On Oct. 18, highway crews 


were sweeping roadways in several 
small towns in the MASINI 
Diba sa ae 


assured approximately $250,000 in 
reimbursement from the Federal 
Highway Administration for ex- 
penses incurred during previous 
Mount St. Helens clean up ac- 
tivities. 


Rail passengers surveyed 


During the first three months of 
operation, ridership on the Wil- 
lamette Valley Express trains rang- 
ed from approximately 150 to 300 
riders per day, according to Ed Im- 
mel, ODOT coordinator of the rail 
project. 

Highest count came during the 
last week in August, State Fair 
week, when the daily average rose 
to 328. 

Weekday ridership figures show 
that 50 percent are professional 
and white collar workers, while 


Funds approved for Rail project 


The Legislative Emergency 
Board last month approved the 
use of $75,000 for marketing in 
connection with the Willamette 
Valley Rail (WVR) project. 

The marketing program will 
generally promote ridership on 
the Willamette Valley trains 
through the use of a variety of 
media. It will also tie-in with the 
promotions of winter ski pack- 
ages to eastern Oregon, and 
with other special occasions and 
events around the state. 

WVR Coordinator Ed Immel 
says a portion of that money will 
also be used for the production 


and distribution of a composite 
timetable listing the schedules 
of both valley trains and buses. 

“The main thing,‘’’ Immel 
says, “is to let people know that 
the trains and buses are running . 

“We are working toward. in- 
creasing ridership on the trains, 
but not at the expense of de- 
creased ridership on buses. 
Therefore, we feel the compo- 
site timetable guide will be be- 
neficial to both modes.” 

The marketing program is to 
begin immediately, and will be 
in effect during the demonstra- 
tion period ending June 30, 1981. 


weekend counts are more varied, 
including recreational riders, stu- 
dents and teachers. 

The northbound trains show 
one-third of the riders to be on 
business-related trips, compared 
to about one-fifth on the south- 
bound trains. 

Immel is studying figures and 
trends from several on-board pas- 
senger surveys he made during the 
past month. 

“We have learned that passen- 
gers generally enjoy the new rail 
services, but they are not totally 
satisfied with the schedules thus 
far,’ he said. 

‘“‘We’re working On some 
changes which we hope to have in 
effect this month.” 

The northbound schedules 
seem to be satisfactory, he said. 
But southbound passengers want 
an earlier departure from Portland, 
and a later return from Eugene to 
allow more time at their destina- 
tions. 

“This is one of the major 
schedule changes being requested 
of Amtrak,’ he said. 

“The more we can adjust the 
schedules to the needs and wishes 
of the public, the more apt we are 
to reach our ridership goal, which 
is 345 per day by the end of the first 
12 months (July, 1981), and 515 per 
day BY February, 1982, he said. 
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Revenues fall: 
forecast low 


for biennium 


Gas tax revenues for September 
were 15.5 percent below the 
department’s forecast, continuing 
a downward trend that began in 
May 1979, according to a revenue 
report issued by the Finance 
Branch. 

A companion report, covering 
the first 14 months of this bien- 
nium, shows gas tax receipts. off 
about $11 million, or 9.3 percent. 

Gross revenue to the depart- 
ment, from all sources, is also off 
so far this biennium. Collections 
showed a ‘negative variance’ of 
$7.7 million, or 2.8 percent. 

September weight mile taxes 
were up about $98,000, or 1.9 per- 
cent, but motor vehicle license and 
registration fees were off about 
$361,000, or 7.8 percent. 

Major bright spot in the Septem- 
ber report was that interest earned 
on invested highway funds was 
$463,000, up 169.2 percent over the 
forecast. So far this biennium, in- 


_ terest is up $6.1 million, or 260.6 


percent above the forecast. 

Park user fees during September 
were off $120,000, or 21.3 percent 
below projections. Recreational 
vehicle fees were 13.2 percent 
under the forecast. 

For the first 14 months of this 
biennium, park user fees were 
down about $691,000, or 13.8 per- 
cent, but recreational vehicle fees 
were up about $115,000, or 1.9 per- 
cent. 
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Director’s Corner 


FRED KLABOE 


During! the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1980, there were 158 
speeding citations issued to state 
employees while driving state 
vehicles. There were also over 200 
citizen complaints received in the 
Governor's Office. 

Our Department had the sixth 
highest number of citations per 
million miles driven of all state 
agencies. There were 17 citations 
and 15 citizen complaints received. 
The lowest speed cited was 65 MPH 
and the highest was 76 MPH. 

State employees must show 
leadership in energy conservation 
and must obey all laws if we expect 
to have public support. It really 
boils down to a matter of profes- 
sional integrity. 


Frankly, | can’t see any reason 
why our record shouldn’t be zero — 


citations. 
While | am chastising those who 
are violating the law, | want to 


JLetters tO 


Tax dollars well spent 


TO:- Superintendent, 
Oregon Dept. of Highways 


Dear Sir: 


For 6 years now | have driven 
about 50,000 miles each year on 
Western Oregon highways. | want 
to thank you for spending my tax 
dollars so well. You keep the high- 
ways well groomed and passable 
during the winter months (High- 
ways 58 and 97 especially), and 
patched and painted during the 
summers. 

Your constant improving and re- 
moving of hazards is very much 
appreciated. 

Thank you--keep up the good 
work. 


Ed Manley 
Eugene, Oregon 


WwW 


Transtooter fan wants more 
Dear VIA: 


A writer for OREGON magazine 
recently wrote that ‘‘The major 
criterion for assessing an Oregon 
transportation system is, of course, 
the presence of the Transtooters,’’ 
ODOT’s employee band. 

The writer went on the say that 


thank the very vast majority of you 
who are staying within the law. As 
you know, we have over 4,000 em- 
ployees, so just a few of you are 


giving us a bad reputation and pro- | 


viding an embarrassment to this 
administration. 

In a few days, | will be issuing a 
new and tougher rule on discipli- 
nary action to be used for those 
who are convicted of speeding vio- 
lations in state vehicles. 

ee kK 26 2 2K 2k ok 2 2K 2K 2K OK 2K 2K OK ok 

Our personnel office informs 
me that about 43 of our employees 
will be retiring at the end of this 
year. It always gives me a sad feel- 
ing to see some of our long-time 
employees and friends wind up 
their careers and leave the depart- 
ment. 

Several of you have given the 
department 30 or more years of 
dedicated service, and | know we 
will all miss not only you, but also 
the accumulated knowledge and 
skill you possess. 

In a department like ours, where 
expertise and know-how are so im- 
portant, a senior employee can 
really leave a big void behind on re- 
tirement. No one, of course, is irre- 
placeable, but many of you come 
pretty close. 

On behalf of the department, let 


. me extend to each of you my very 


best wishes for retirement years 
that will be satisfying and enjoy- 
able. And let me also thank you for 
that portion of your career you de- 


- aS to CNars the people of Ore- ‘ 
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their performance during the Au- 
gust ceremonial run of the Wil- 
lamette Valley Express train ‘‘all by 
itself was worth Amtrak’s operating 
subsidy.’ 

I think the band has done a lot to 
add spirit and raise employee 
morale within the department. 

But, |. also think an employee 


, band should play more for the em- 


ployees. How about, more noon- 
time ‘‘rehearsals’’ in the ODOT 
conference room, for example. 


Sincerely, 


Newell Williams 
Environmental Technician 


KWH 


City concern appreciated 
Dear VIA: 


The City Council of the City of 
Fossil would like you to know how 
impressed they were with the help 
and support of John R. Hagedorn, 
Region 4 Federal Aid Engineer. 

Mr. Hagedorn’s care and con- 
cern with the City’s street repair 
was appreciated greatly. 


Sincerely, 


Ann Steiwer 
City Recorder 


_ City of Fossil 


VIA 


Pilot finds crash site 


Jerry Eames, pilot for the 
Aeronautics Division, was on a 
routine flight to Medford, Thurs- 
day, Oct. 16. 

As he approached the Medford 
airport about 10 a.m., he detected 
a faint radio signal resembling an 


ELT (Emergency Locator Trans- . 


mitter). 

After he landed, he was given a 
message by the Medford Tower to 
call Joe Holden, the division’s air 


search and rescue Coordinator in 


Salem. 

Holden told Eames Seattle Air 
Traffic Control Center (ATC) just 
informed him of several reports of 
an ELT signal in the Klamath Falls, 
Lakeview and Ashland area. ATC 
received its first report at 9:17 a.m. 

There were no official reports of 
overdue aircraft in the area. 

Eames’ twin-engine Cessna 401 
was equipped with an ELT direction 
finder. He took off immediately to 
track down the distress signal. 

Eames started south to check out 
Ashland airport, but as he gained 
altitude the signal grew stronger as 
he approached Mount Ashland, 
south of Medford. 

Meanwhile, Salem Tower called 
Joe Holden to inquire about any 
reported ELT’s in the Medford area. 
A Salem pilot had failed to make a 
meeting in Medford that morning 
and the family was concerned. 

This information was relayed to 
Medford Tower, and in turn to 
Eames, who followed the pro- 


gressively strong signal he ‘was re- 
ceiving from the ‘Mount Ashland — 


RN at Aer te 


area. 


Senate task force, proposes new — 
ODOT travel, culture department . 


The five-member senate task 
force on tourism concluded three 
months of public hearings in Octo- 
ber by voting to submit a package 
of 13 bills to the 1981 Legislature. 

Major item in the package is a 
proposed new department of 
Travel and Cultural Industries, 
which would be composed of six 


existing, but now separate, func-— 


tions in state government. 

The new department would in- 
clude: the Travel Information Sec- 
tion from the Department of Trans- 
portation; the Travel Information 
Council, which is responsible for 
the highway logo programs and 
travel information gazebos; the 
movie promotion unit from the 
Department of Economic Develop- 
ment; the State Fair; 
Commission, and all historic ac- 
tivities, most of which are now in 
the Parks Division of ODOT. 

A seven-member commission, 
appointed by the governor, would 


set policy for the department, 


which would have an effective date 
of July 1, 1983. A statement of tour- 
ism policy would be written into 
the statutes. 

In other major action, the task 
force voted to: 

--Repeal the present $2 sur- 
charge on out-of-state overnight 
campers in state parks. 

--Temporarily decommission the 
Silver Falls Conference Center, in 
response to protests from hotel 
and motel operators. 

--Impose a 12-hour limitation on 
public use of waysides, rest areas 


~ sults of the crash. ue Gua : 


the Racing | 
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Jerry Eames 

From 11,000 feet he spotted — 
wreckage on the southeast slope of — 
the mountain, at about the 6, 000 4 
foot level. 

He described the aircraft as a 
white, single-engine Cessna to 
Medford Tower, which confirmed — 
the Salem pilot was reportedly fly" 
ing such a plane. Zw 

Eames radioed the location. to. 
Oregon State Police (OSP). Using — 
OSP radio frequency, he directed 
an OSP ground search party to the © 
wreckage site. a 

At 11:40 a.m., they reached th 4 
site, confirmed the aircraft and its © 
sole occupant, and reported no- 
survivors. a 
_ ASenior Trooper from the salen 
OSP office officially called on the © 
_ family of the deceased Salem pilot, _ 
Gerald E. Bull, to confirm the renee 


and highway shoulders. 

--Keep the six state border. infor : 
mation centers open 12 hours a 
day, the year round. 4a 

--Direct the Land Conservation 
and Development Commission to. 
include provisions in its policies for 
construction of tourist destination ? 
facilities. a 

The task force was chaired by 
Sen. Dell Isham, D-Lincoln City, 
and members included Dick 
Groener, D-Milwaukie; Richard | 
Bullock, D-Portland; Tom Hartung, 
R-Portland; and Fred Heard, 
D-Klamath Falls. Committee ad- 
ministrator was Lea Jenny. ; 
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Transmitters link state electronically 


The following is part of a series 


describing the different sections and | 


- functions of ODOT. 


By Ken Bonnem 


Sixty-five years ago, the Highway 
Department began tieing Oregon 
together with a network of roads. 
Today, to help meet contemporary 
demands for instant communica- 
tions, the Highway Division is spin- 
ning a web of electronic “high- 
ways’’. 

The Highway Division’s Com- 
munications Unit installs and main- 
tains transmitters and receivers for 
state highways, parks and police. 
The 18-person Unit is headquar- 
tered in Salem, with technicians 
stationed in Portland, Roseburg, 
Bend, Burns and LaGrande. 

Highway personnel got into the 
radio business back in 1936 when 


highway and police vehicles were 
first equipped with receivers. The 
Unit now maintains over 100 base 
radio stations and about 1,000 
mobile units. State Police person- 
nel maintain their own mobile 
units. 

Some of the more exotic installa- 
tions include Portland area pollu- 
tion detection monitors, ice detec- 
tors on the Fremont Bridge, and 
dust storm detectors in eastern Or- 
egon. 

Until the early 1960s, police, 
highway and parks relied exclusive- 
ly on radio signals broadcast on 
assigned frequencies. Federal 
Communications Commission reg- 
ulations and the need for more reli- 
able and secure transmissions led 
to the gradual development of a 
statewide microwave system. 

Charles Johnson, chief engineer 


Map of the completed and proposed statewide microwave system as 
engineered by Charles Johnson of the Communications Unit. 
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Public Transit purchases vehicles 


== === Proposed Microwave Path 


wees. Completed Microwave Path 


_ toaid state’s elderly, handicapped 


Eleven new vans and six small 
buses are being purchased to pro- 
vide additional transportation to el- 
derly and handicapped persons in 
Oregon, said Beth Mulcahy of the 
Public Transit Division. 

Purchase of the vehicles is part 
of an Urban Mass Transportation 
Administration (UMTA) program 
administered by the Public Transit 
Division. They will cost $471,015, of 
which 80 percent will be federally 


funded, and 20 percent locally. No 


state funds are involved. 

The 17 new vehicles are equipp- 
ed with wheelchair lifts and two- 
way radios. Delivery is expected 
around the first of the year to seven 


_ private non-profit organizations in 


Oregon which provide transporta- 
tion to the elderly and hand- 
icapped. 

Recipients will be Special Mobil- 
ity Services, Portland; Lincoln 
County Council on Aging; United 


Senior Citizens of Bend; Loaves 


; 


and Fishes of Clackamas County; 
Marion-Polk-Yamhill Council on 


_ Aging; Mt. Angel Training Center; 


and the Willamette Chapter of 


-American Red Cross, Salem. 


of service in Oregon,’ Mulcahy 


“Currently, there are 31 private, 
non-profit organizations and 71 
vans and buses providing this type 


*. 
the ; 
\ ia 


said. ‘‘The new vehicles will bring 
our statewide fleet up to 88.” 

Mulcahy is the division’s mana- 
ger of this program, known as UM- 
TA 16(b)(2). 


Traffic volumes down 


Traffic volumes on Oregon’s 
State Highway System continued to 
steadily decline during September, 
according to tabulations compiled 
at the 20 permanent recorder sta- 
tions of the Highway Division. 

Tabulations indicated a decrease 
of 0.8 percent in average daily traff- 
ic (ADT) for September, 1980, as 
compared to September, 1979. 
Traffic volumes have decreased 
since May, 1979. This is attributed 
to conservation measures, such as 
increased use of buses and car 
pooling, and the high cost of 
gasoline. 

Counters indicating the greatest 
decline were on the Eugene- 
Springfield Highway, west of I-5 in 
Eugene, minus 8.2; Old Oregon 
Trail. Highway (1-84), west of the 
Oregon-ldaho Stateline, minus 
7.2; and The Dalles-California 
Highway, near the Oregon- 
California Stateline, minus 5.6. — 

The largest gain was on the As- 
toria Bridge with a plus of 3.5. 


Charles Johnson, chief engineer for 
the Highway Division’s Communica- 
tions Unit, and the microwave tower 
at the Salem Radio Shop, Microwave 
dishes beam radio waves between to- 
wers, providing a reliable network 
for a variety of electronic communi- 
cations without the cost of construct- 
ing and maintaining telephone poles 
and wires. 


of the Communications Unit, says 
he came to his present job in 1970 
from the Rockwell International 
Apollo project to complete the 
microwave system. It then consist- 
ed of a link between Salem and 
Portland. 

Under Johnson’s guidance, the 
system has greatly expanded (see 
illustration), and by next summer 
will link all highway region offices. 

Completion will come when the 
system is totally “looped’’, to pro- 
vide alternative signal routes in 
case a component is disabled by 
natural or man-made causes. 

Microwave is a line-of-sight sys- 
tem of transmitting electronic sig- 
nals, so Johnson is constantly on 
the lookout for the highest ground 
in the area. To get reliable signals 
into the Oregon side of the Colum- 


bia River Gorge, Johnson acquired 


transmitter sites in Washington in 
cooperation with the Oregon Edu- 
cational and Public Broadcasting 


BOYStem aia 
The OEPBS agreement | 

oreshadows a wide range of future _ 
_ joint users. Historically tied to 


highways, police and parks, the 
Communications Unit, by virtue of 
its eventual control of a statewide 
microwave network capable of 
telephone and data as well as 
broadcast transmissions, is being 
courted by a number of agencies. 

For example, the State General 
Services Department has hired a 
telecommunications coordinator 
to look into use of the system. The 
Motor Vehicles Division foresees 
its computer-based license and 
registration system eventually 
beamed along the microwaves, and 
the Highway Division’s teletypes 
will probably be replaced by word 
processing terminals also capable 
of carrying many messages now 
routed by mail and courier. 

Johnson’s goal is to complete 
the system before he retires in 
1989. With so many agencies inter- 
ested in using the system, Johnson 
believes it should be ready within 
the next three to five years. 


Motor V. phones 
computer aided 


The 85,000 monthly callers to the 
Central Inquiry Unit in the Motor 
Vehicles Division’s Salem head- 
quarters will get a pleasant surprise 


_ later this. month. Instead of the 


usual busy signal when all lines are 
taken, callers will hear a taped mes- 
sage asking them to wait for the 
next available line. 

The new phone system will be | 


_implemented Nov. 17. The system, 


known ‘as the Automatic Call Dis- 
tributor (ACD), will cost DMV ap- 
proximately $10,700 to install and 
nearly $6,000 a month to operate. 


New Central Inquiry 
Phone Number: 371-2200 
Effective Nov. 17 


DMV Administrator David P. 
Moomaw says implementation of 
the ACD system is part of the divi- 
sion’s response to a Pacific North- 
west Bell survey which indicated 
customers who call DMV’s Salem 
headquarters get busy signals 85 
percent of the time. 

The ACD system has a “‘circle- 
hunt” feature so that when all lines 
are busy, the caller gets the taped 
message and is then put in 
‘‘queue” (hold). The system 
searches repeatedly through all 
lines until an available one is 
found. 

The new phone equipment will 
distribute calls evenly, in the order 
received, to all operators. 


Aeronautics Division proposes new rule 


A new permanent administra- 
tive rule giving the Aeronautics 
Division better control over fly- 
ing-related commercial activities 
at Oregon’s 37 state-owned air- 
ports is being proposed by the 
division. 

The rule requires the division 
to approve all commercial ac- 
tivities at state-owned airports. 

“Currently, we have no de- 
finitive rule covering this mat- 
ter,’ said Roy Raasina, the divi- 
sion’s airports manager. 

“We are charged with the re- 


sponsibility of administering the 
airports, but are limited when it 
comes to actual enforcement of 
some violations,” he said. 

Examples of activities which 
will require division permits are: 
flying lessons, fixing and leasing 
aircraft, and chartering services. 

The temporary rule was ap- 
proved by the Oregon Transpor- 
tation Commission last June, 
and is scheduled for a public 
hearing at 10 a.m., Nov. 20, in 
Room 122 of the Transportation 
Building in Salem. 
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Crews spray truck with special foam to decrease fire hazard. 
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Response teams prepared 


Does Oregort have a workable 
plan to deal with situations such as 
accidents involving chemical spills 
on the highway ? 

“Yes,’’ says Floyd Lacey, opera- 
tions services engineer for the 
Highway Division. ‘In the 1960s, it 
became apparent the number and 
type of hazardous materials inci- 
dents in Oregon was on the in- 
crease,’ says Lacey. ‘‘The major 
problem, he continues, “was that 
no local, state or federal govern- 
ment agency had a coordinated 
system for dealing with these inci- 
dents.” 


Bike touring guides 
for Oregon published 


Newly published and now avail- 


able is the ‘Willamette River Cycle 
Touring Guide,” a 48-page pam- 
phlet which details bicycle rides 
ranging from less than five miles in 
length to more than 140. 

Concentrating on areas adjacent 
to or near the Willamette River, 
suggested rides between the Cas- 
cade foothills on the south and the 
Columbia River on the north are 
listed. Included also are some gen- 
eral tips on equipment, mainte- 
nance and related items. State 
Highway county maps are used as a 
base for indicating suggested 
routes. 

A project of the State Recreation 
Trails System, State Parks and Rec- 
reation Division, the pamphlet was 
‘prepared by Alan Scott Peterson, 
an Oregon State University intern. 
Jack Remington is the Recreation 
Trails Coordinator for State Parks. 
The pamphlet was published and is 
being distributed by the Oregon 
Department of Transportation. 


In the hurry-up situations fol- 
lowing a hazardous material spill, 
Lacey says, chemicals were often 
hosed off roads into streams, con- 
taminating and destroying biolog- 
ical systems. The lack of communi- 
cations between government agen- 
cies, and a general lack of educa- 
tion concerning hazardous mate- 
rials, magnified the environmental 
hazards that could result from re- 
lease of these materials. It also seri- 
ously endangered the health and 
lives of individuals charged with re- 
sponding to such incidents. 


This triggered the formation, in 
1969, of aGovernor’s Committee to 
advise agencies concerning the 
handling and disposal of hazardous 
materials. The group was the 
forerunner of the Oregon Accident 
Response System (OARS), which 
became operational in 1970. 

It was the first organization of its 
type in the country, encompassing 
all types of hazardous materials. It 
has been revised several times 
since its organization, but has been 
left open-ended so revisions could 
be made after each incident was 
reviewed. 

The workers: now carry identifi- 
cation cards, and there are cards 
which identify the symbols carried 
on trucks denoting the type of 
material they are hauling. The 
problem, according to Lacey, is 
that many of these materials are 
harmless by themselves, but when 
combined with others become 
highly dangerous. Diesel oil, for 
example, when mixed with certain 
types of fertilizers becomes highly 
explosive. 

Lacey says OARS holds critiques 
after unusually bad spills to ‘‘dis- 
cuss what happened, how it was 
handled, and how it could have 
been done better.” 


“2 COMING SOON Pg 
RAMP METER SIGNAL|* 


FOR INFO 


CALL 238-8226 


These new Highway signs have been placed on 16 on-ramps on I-5 in north 
Portland. The purpose of the signing is to give motorists a chance to find out 
what ramp metering is all about and get used to the thought of stopping for 
a traffic signal on the on-ramps before the January 7 turn-on date. 


By Doug Roberts 
Energy Information Officer 


Public transportation may as- 
sume a greater role in the coming 
years for in-state business travel by 
ODOT employees. 

Jay Blair and Jack Graham, of 
ODOT Policy and Planning, are 
working on a program to encour- 
age state employees to increase 
their use of public transportation. 


The program, as developed thus 
far, will involve assembling the 
schedules and other pertinent 
information about public transpor- 
tation carriers into a booklet that 
will be distributed to state em- 
ployees. 

The goal of the program, accord- 
ing to Blair, is to increase the use of 
public transportation by making it 
easier for state employees to con- 
sider all the alternatives before 
traveling on state business. The in- 
creased use of public transporta- 
tion will mean savings in money 
and energy for state government. 

Making it easier for ‘‘the average 
person who doesn’t like to thumb 
through 10 different time 
schedules” is the first step in the 
program, according to Blair. That 
obstacle will be cleared by produc- 


ing a composite schedule that is 2 


easy to understand. 

“The stigma of using public 
transportation has disappeared,” 
Blair said. 

There are, however, other obsta- 
cles to overcome. 

The lack of flexibility, the inabili- 
ty to make intermediate stops, the 
absence of available local transpor- 
tation, the longer travel times re- 
quired, and the general unfamiliar- 
ity with public transportation are all 


problems which the program must — 


deal with. 


The program initially will pro- | 


vide necessary information on Igcal 
transportation alternatives, but will 
also work with either car rental 
companies or state agencies to 
make cars available at the employ- 
ee’s destination. Graham is work- 
ing with General Services to estab- 


lish a credit card system for em-. — 


ployees renting cars. 


It is difficult to determine what 


amount of savings in money and 
energy will result from the pro- 
gram, Blair said. “There would cer- 
tainly be a demand for the program 


during a fuel shortage, and we © 


should prepare for that,” he said. 
“For now, the incentive is primarily 
saving money.” 


Oregon tourist trends surveyed _ 
by ODOT; vacation factors learned — 


Neither inflation, high gasoline 
prices, nor volcano publicity sty- 
mied the vacation plans of most of 
the tourists interviewed in an 
ODOT survey in August. 

Factors affecting vacation trends 
were learned by Travel Information 
Section staff and volunteers asking 
a dozen questions of late-summer 
visitors. Interviewers talked to 487 
travelers from out of state, and 76 
Oregonians. 

Only 7 percent of the travelers 
said they had allowed Mount St. 
Helens to disturb their plans. Most 
of them said reports of the vol- 
cano’s activity had no effect on 
their planning. Nine percent 
admitted they had changed their 
itineraries, hoping to get a glimpse 
of the volcano. 

Poor economic conditions and 
gasoline prices affected the plans 
of 25 percent of those surveyed. 
More than half of that group indi- 
cated they either curtailed their va- 
cation time, shortened their travel 


distance, or limited their spending. 


Less than half of the non- 
residents were aware of Oregon’s 
$2 surcharge for campsites in state 
parks. Only one-third of those 
aware offered negative opinions 
about the surcharge. 

Oregon’s coast was mentioned 
most frequently as a vacation site. 
Over half of the non-residents in- 
terviewed included a visit to the 
coast in their itineraries. The Wil- 
lamette Valley area, including Port- 
land, was selected by 40 percent, 
southern Oregon by 34 percent, 
central Oregon by 23 percent, the 
Columbia Gorge and Mount Hood 
area by 21 percent, northeastern 
Oregon by 12 percent, and south- 
eastern Oregon by 7 percent. 

Frank Howard, assistant state 


travel director, said the Travel — 


the tourist survey next season. | 
‘We're pleased with the 
methodology of the survey,” he 
said, ‘“‘but we would like to extend 
it to more visitors over a longer 


period of time. If we want to learn’ 


“Information staff hopes to repeat 


more about why vacationers come — 


to Oregon, and where they go 
when they’re here, the best thing 
to do is ask them.’ 


Maintenance sections — 


close; crews remain 


The maintenance sections at 


North Bend and Coquille have > 


been consolidated into a single un- 


it based in Coos Bay on US101 in an ~ 


effort designed to provide greater 
efficiency and save money. 

“We plan to provide the same 
level of service from our new loca- 
tion, but at the same time save 
about $80,000 a year,’’ said Alfred 
“Bud” Shirley, region engineer in 
Roseburg. 

He said that under the program 
no layoffs were planned, but Glen 
Ferguson, supervisor at Coquille, 
would be moving to a similar posi- 
tion in LaPine. There were nine 
persons on the Coquille crew and 
10 at North Bend. 

The six-man bridge crew and 
eight-man extra gang crew, which 
responds to many of the emergen- 
cies occurring in the area, such as 
mud slides, will remain in Coquille. 

Shirley said facilities at the for- 
mer locations were old and restrict- 
ed, particularly at North Bend 
where improvements to the high- 


way had created a difficult situation — 


for the maintenance section. 


The transfer was effective 


November 1. 
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Job rotation assignments a success 


The job rotation program, which 
gives ODOT employees a chance 
to temporarily take over a job com- 
pletely outside their field, has re- 
ceived high praise from partici- 
pants. 

Instituted by the Affirmative Ac- 
tion Section last May, job rotation 
was designed to give employees an 
opportunity to develop experience 
and skills for specific job classifica- 
tions. 

Lorraine Ellis of Affirmative Ac- 
tion said employees on these rota- 
tion assignments retain the rights 
and benefits of their permanent 
positions. 

“A job rotation assignment may 
be terminated at any time by either 
party if the job or the employee is 
not working out as expected,” she 
said. 

The length of assignment varies 
from six to 18 months. Ellis said the 


employees return to their perma- 
nent jobs, and are then eligible to 
compete for permanent positions 
within the assigned classifications. 

Debbie Brown was one of seven 
employees selected for the first ina 
series of inter-divisional job rota- 
tion assignments. Brown moved 
from clerical assistant to Engineer- 
ing Aide in Salem. 

“1 think this job is terrific,’ she 

said. “I had no background in en- 
gineering, but | gradually picked it 
up.” 
Resident Engineer Richard Nel- 
son, Brown’s supervisor, said he 
was pleased the job rotation was 
working out so well. 

“It’s comfortable for me going in 
to it because if it doesn’t work out 
she can go back gainfully employ- 
ed,“ he said. “It’s not like putting 
somebody back out on the street 
unemployed.” 


Debbie Brown, Region 2 Engineering Aide, inspects a hydro-seeding job on 
1-5 south of Salem. 


Snow plows ready 


ODOT crews prepare for winter 


The winter season is almost 
upon us and the Highway Division 
is busy making sure traffic will 
move effectively in spite of bad 


MBE rule approved 


A temporary rule establishing 
department compliance with 
Minority Business Enterprise (MBE) 
requirements under federal law 
was adopted by the Transportation 
Commission at its September 
meeting, and steps are being taken 
to make it permanent. 

The rule establishes a system of 
procedures and criteria under 
which ODOT will comply with fed- 
eral requirements designed to as- 
sure maximum participation of 
minority-owned and women- 
owned business enterprises in 
public works and construction pro- 
jects contracted by the depart- 
ment. The MBE program applies to 
all of the department’s contracting 
activities. 

Adoption of the rule ensures the 
department’s continued participa- 
tion in federal matching and grant 
monies. ' 

The temporary rule is in effect 


for 180 days, during which time the 
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department will try to make it per- 
manent. 


Eat 


weather conditions. 
_ Snow removal equipment has 
been checked and refurbished dur- 
ing the summer and is back on line 
waiting to go into operation. Crews 
are in position at the mountain pas- 
ses, ready to move into action with 
the first snowfall. 

Sand.and other crushed material 
for spreading on icy road surfaces 
have been stockpiled. 

On Nov. 1, the use of studded 
tires in Oregon became legal, al- 
though Scott Coulter, highway en- 
gineer, asked drivers to delay re- 
placing regular tires as long as pos- 
sible. He said the studs cause ex- 
treme damage to dry road surfaces, 
costing the Highway Division ap- 
proximately $1.5 million annually in 
road repairs and replacement of 
pavement markings. 

He said ODOT vehicles would 
not be equipped with studded 
tires. 

Highway Division and the State 
Police road condition reports be- 
gan Nov. 1. They are available by 
phone 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week. 

The phone numbers and their 
locations are Bend, 388-3253; 
Eugene, 686-7900; Grants Pass, 474- 
3133; Klamath Falls, 883-2275; Med- 
ford, 776-6200; Portland, 238-8400; 
and Salem, 378-6532. 


Nelson said training Brown was 
no more difficult than training any 
new engineering aide. 

‘‘Historically there have not 
been many females on the crew,’’ 
he said. ‘‘They have some physical 
limitations, but so do some men.” 

Keith Sorensen transferred from 
Engineering Aide to Computer 
Operator 2 in Salem under the job 
rotation program. 

“| think it’s great,’ he said. ‘I 
can try something different where- 
as | wouldn’t usually be able to. 
And if it didn’t work out | could go 
back to my old job. Since there is 
less risk, people can take more 
chances.” 

Sorensen said being a male 
made him think he would not have 
a chance for the job rotation posi- 
tion, although he had good qualifi- 
cations. 

“People may feel job rotation is 


Keith Sorensen’ transferred from 
Engineering Aide to Computer Oper - 
ator 2 in the DMV office in Salem. 


just for women or minorities,’’ he 
said, ‘‘but if people realize it’s for 
everybody they can take advantage 
of it.” 


Commission approves funds 


for DMV computer system 


A computer terminal at every 
DMV field office window is the go- 
al of the Division’s proposed Re- 
mote Drivers License Issuance Sys- 
tem, the first phase of which is 
included in the Transportation 
Commission’s recommended 1981- 
83 budget. 

Commission action on October 


21 approved $919,000 for the next 


biennium, which, according to 
DMV Systems and Planning Officer 
Tony Delorenzo, is about one-sixth 
of the total eventually needed for 
programming and equipment. 

A study by the Motor Vehicles 
Division on driver and vehicle 
licensing and registration con- 
cluded that a distributed data proc- 
essing system would solve many 
existing and potential problems as 
well as pay for itself in about six 
years, says Delorenzo. 

The term “distributed data proc- 
essing’ refers to a system where 
mini-computers are placed in vari- 
ous locations around the state as 
an alternative to hooking every- 
thing up to the big “host’’ compu- 


Ox, DOVTT Ee! 


ter in Salem. 

Delorenzo says the preliminary 
list of equipment includes 250 dis- 
play terminals, 75 printers and 13 
mini-computers. At least one ter- 
minal and printer would be install- 
ed in each of DMV’s 57 field of- 
fices. 

The most obvious benefit of a 
terminal at every window is an end 
to the phone calls into Salem every 
time a customer’s record must be | 
checked. It often takes 10 to 15 
minutes for a field office to get 
through DMV’s jammed central in- 
quiry switchboard. 

A second big time and’ money 
saver, according to Delorenzo, is 
the field office’s ability to complete 
the entire transaction on the spot, 
eliminating the need to mail the 
forms to Salem where the informa- 
tion is re-typed for entry into the 
customer’s computer file. 

Instant access to driver, and 
eventually vehicle records will also 
cut down on the potential for 
fraudulent IDs and registrations, 
says Delorenzo. 


By: Roy Priem 
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TERRY ANDREWS, HWY 
HMW 3, N. Portland 


| think it’s been pretty effective. | 
had an accident and | got my 
vehicle paid for because the other 
- guy had insurance, whereas he 
might not have otherwise. | think it 
works pretty good because it 
makes sure that if somebody is go- 
ing to drive they are going to be 
protected. 


JIM BROWN, HWY 
Paint Foreman, Canyonville 


| don’t think it is as effective as it 
should be. People keep changing 
cars just so they don’t have to get 
insurance. 


CLARA JOHNSON, DMV 
Supervisor of Accident 
Records, Salem 


It has reduced the number of re- 
ported accidents. However, more 
people seem to be buying older 
cars and not taking out insurance 
on them, and we get a lot of calls 
about this. 


Jerry Robertson is VIA’s 
inquiring photographer. 
He selects 
subjects. 
frame the question of the 
month. Answers are edited 
only for length. 


CANDID COMMENTS | 


Question: How effective do you think Oregon’s mandatory 
auto insurance law is? f 


his own 
VIA’s editors 


pa 


FRANK SISLET, HWY 
Eng. Tech. 2, Eugene 


| think it works well, but there’s 
still a way to get out of it. 


CLARENCE PALMER, HWY 
HMW 3, Milwaukie 


It’s a good thing. | think everybody 
should have insurance, and it 
seems to be working all right. 


JANE HARMON, DMV 
Supervisor of Validation, Salem 


The present mandatory insurance 
laws are sufficient for the majority 
of the people. However, there will 
always be those who find ways to 
beat the system. Stronger penalties 
for offenders along with increased 
random sampling of all vehicle 


owners could improve the situa- 


tion.. 
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FRANK BURNETT, HWY 
Resident Engr., Ontario 


| feel there’s been some improve- 
ment but there are still uninsured 
cars on the road. We need it but it 
is a hard thing to police. I’m sure it 
has really helped reduce the num- 
ber of uninsured motorists.. 


RAY WILSON, PARKS 
Parks Lands Supervisor, Salem ~ 


It has been pretty effective in get- 
ting the conscientious person to be 
insured. But other people don’t. 
care. The penalties for not having it 
are not all that great. The law needs 
to be more specific about the limits 
of liability. : 


———— ; 
HERM MITZEL, ODO 
Construction Staff Asst., Salem 


It appears to be quite effective. I’m 
all for it. It’s still on the honor sys- 
tem, though. | envisioned people 


- 


taking out 30-day policies just to — 


say they had it and then dropping. 
them. But my insurance agent says 
this isn’t happening. 


JIM HUNTER, DMV 
Manager of Vehicle Safety, | 
Salem 


it has been very effective in getting 
people insured. It has reduced the 
number of uninsured accidents. 
The problem is there will always be 
uninsured motorists. We can get 
them insured when it comes to our 
attention, but that doesn’t help the — 
person who just got in an accident. 
For what we’re spending we are 


getting good value for our money. _ 


> 
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Maryetta James 


Connie Sotelo 


Janice Raymond 


Moving up the ranks 


The following ODOT employees 
received promotions recently: 

William Cheuvront, Highway 
Maintenance Worker (HMW) 2 to 
HMW 3, Astoria. 

Sharon Cumbie, Administrative 
Assistant to Highway Maintenance 
Office Assistant, Salem. 

Dennis W. Helms, HMW 2 to 
HMW 3, Brothers. 

David E. Hollett, HMW 3, Astoria, 
to Highway Maintenance Foreman 
(HMF) 1, Burns. 

Ernest E. Keiski, HMW 2 to HMW 
3, Waldport. 

Lawrence A. McFall, HMW 3, 
Klamath Falls, to Highway Mainte- 
nance Supervisor (HMS) 1, Silver 


Eighteen crews win 


ate ‘SAIF Achievement or ODOT Excell- 
ence Awards for working continu- 

ous man-hours without time-loss 
injuries. 

They are: 

Crew 080-52, Ontario Engineer- 
ing Crew; 150,000 man-hours; P. F. 
Burnett, supervisor. 

Crew 430-05, Harris Beach Park 
Crew; 150,000 man-hours; Wesley 
(Rusty) Mullenberg, supervisor. 

_ Crew 420-12, South Beach State 

Park Crew; 250,000 man-hours; 

if Leroy Lesmeister, supervisor. 

. Crew 123-06, Lincoln City 

. Maintenance Crew; 50,000 man- 

3 hours; Lloyd Gatliff, supervisor. 

; Crew 124-24, Albany Bridge 
Crew; 50,000 man-hours; T. E. 

(Phil) Dammer, supervisor. 

Crew 120-47, Region 2 Traffic 
Line Crew; six years; Melvin G. 
Beard, supervisor. 

Crew 140-46, Region 4 Traffic 
Ag Line Crew; six years; Ernest W. 
Reynolds, supervisor. 

P: Crew 080-33, Lakeview Engineer- 
ing Crew; 100,000 man-hours; 
__ Wayne Cobine, supervisor. 

Br Crew 134-37, Winston Land- 
scape Crew; 50,000 man-hours; 
Harvey Argo, supervisor. 

Crew 150-41, LaGrande County 
Sign Crew; eight years; Larry 
_ Kahle, supervisor. 

Crew 153-30, LaGrande District 
_ Extra Gang; six years; C. K. Ansell, 
_ supervisor. 

Crew 143-04, Silver Lake Risintas 
_ nance ee, three he Richard 


Hiss Crew; 100, 000 man-hours; 
¢ Chet Anderson, supervisor. 
E ew 080-54, Salem Jae 


seventeen: crews rive Eained ; 


Art 


Lake. 

Mildred M. Wilson, Clerical 
Assistant to Clerical Specialist, 
Portland. 

Nancy Carlson, Administrative 
Assistant to Management Assistant, 
Salem. 

Glenda Collings, Clerical Assist- 
ant to Clerical Specialist, Salem. 

Maryetta James, Motor Vehicle 
Rep. 1, Tualatin, to MVR 2, Glad- 
stone. 

Janice Raymond, MVR 1, E. Port- 
land, to MVR 2, Beaverton. 

Connie Sotelo, Clerical Specialist, 
Salem, to MVR 1, Gladstone. 

Linda Wilkinson, Clerical Assist- 
ant to Clerical Specialist, Salem. 


: Ol DOT crews ea rn SAI F awards. 


Crew 101-03, sale chen Crew; 


100,000 man-hours; Lloyd Harmon, 
supervisor. 

Crew 124-51, Region 2 Building 
Crew; 50,000 man-hours; Ray Pier- 
point, supervisor. 

Crew 080-49, Eugene Engineer- 
ing Crew; 350,000 man-hours; Ellis 
Jones, supervisor. 

Crew 141-03, Condon Mainte- 
nance Crew; nine years; Mark Phil- 
lips, supervisor. 


Retirements 


One Department of Transporta- 
tion employee retired recently: 

Billy M. Cameron, Highway 
Maintenance Worker 4, Maupin; 
16-and-a-half years. 

The following are some of the 
ODOT employees who will retire at 
the end of the year: 

Charles A. Afflect, Radio En- 
gineer, Salem; 27-and-a-half years. 

Leo W. Bell, Highway Mainte- 
nance Worker 2, The Dalles; 31- 
and-a-half years. 

Ralph V. Carter, Right of Way 
Agent 3, Salem; 16 years. 

John E. Clutter, Maintenance Re- 
pair Worker 2, Salem; 23-and-a-half 
years. 

‘William M. Craig, Highway 
Maintenance Supervisor B., 
LaPine; 20-and-a-half years. 

Norman L. Engstrom, Stores 
Clerk, Salem; 15 years. 

Leo D. Gookin, Mechanical 
Trades Helper, Salem; 28 years. 

Clarence J. Gregg, Supervising 
Highway Engineer C, Salem; 30 
years. 

Helen J. Gregg, Administrative 
Assistant 1, Salem; 27-and-a-half 
years. 

Irma Ann Hanft, Administrative 
Assistant 2, Salem; 19 years. 

James A. Jones, Highway Mainte- 
nance Worker 3, Redmond; 31- 
and-a-half years. 


Elmer J. Lowrie, Highway Mainte- 


_ nance Worker 2, Corvallis, 32-and- 
_a-half years. 


Gerald L. Rien, Highway Engineer 
4, Salem; 33-and-a-half years. 

Fred O. Saxton, Automotive 
Mechanic 2, Aurora; 19 years. 

Orlin I. Smedstad, Highway 
Maintenance Supervisor B, Silver- 
ton; 22 years. 

Carl C. Stratton, Highway Mainte- 
nance Foreman 1, Silver Lake; 28 
years. 

Benjamin A. Temple, Weighmas- 
ter 1, John Day; 25 years. 


Way back when. 


Highway Division crews have always had the problem of plowing snow from 
roads during the winter. This photo, taken in the mid to late ’20s, shows a 
Sno-go in action on one of Oregon’s many mountain passes. The Sno-go is 
one of the basic pieces of equipment still employed by the division for snow 
removal, although some of the new equipment might not be recognized 
when placed alongside the old. 


a ‘ 
Gerald Rien 


Virgil F. Tipton, Highway Mainte- 
nance Worker 3, Jefferson; 13-and- 
a-half years. 

James W. Valentine, Supervising 
Highway Engineer B, Salem; 24- 
and-a-half years. 

Eddie Y. Welsh, Program Coor- 
dinator 1, Salem; 29 years. 

Robert D. Wilcox, Highway 
Maintenance Worker 2, Coos Bay; 
25-and-a-half years. 

Carl M. Williams, Supervising 
Highway Engineer E, Bend; 26 
years. 

John E. Williams, Highway 
Maintenance Worker 3, Klamath 
Falls; 27 years. 

Joseph C. Winslow, Jr., Highway 
Maintenance Office Manager, 
Roseburg; 23 years. 

Eunice A. Winters, Engineering 
Technician 2, Salem; 33-and-a-half 
years. 


ODOT brochure wins 


national award 


An ODOT brochure on a self- 
guided automobile tour known as 
the French Prairie Loop won fifth 
place in a national contest spon- 
sored by the Professional Associa- 
tion of Interpretive Naturalists 
(PAIN). 

The publication was produced 
by the Historic Preservation Unit of 
the State Parks Division in coopera- 
tion with the Travel Information 
Section and a private sector pro- 
motion group, the Oregon Women 
for Agriculture. Research and text 
were done by Jeanette Gue, now 
the director of the Champoeg State 
Park Visitor Center. Maps, layout 
and the cover design were pro- 
duced by the ODOT Graphic Unit. 

Persons wishing to explore the 
Willamette Valley’s historic, agri- 
culturally rich French Prairie area 
may obtain a copy of the brochure 
at the Champoeg Visitor Center. 
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By Anna Browne Muzzall 


Her official title is Special Proj - 
ects Manager--but that does not 
really explain what Beth Mulcahy 
does in the Public Transit Division 

Beth, at 24, manages the Urban 
Mass Transportation Administra- 
tion’s 16(b)(2) program. 

“It’s a federal grant program that 
provides capital equipment, mostly 
buses and vans, to non-profit or- 
ganizations to supply transporta- 
tion services to the elderly and 
handicapped,” she explains. 

Beth was promoted to Special 
Projects Manager a year ago after 
serving as a Clerical specialist in the 
Transit Division for only three 
months. 

‘In my case it was a natural pro- 
gression since | was already famil- 
iar with the material,’ she says. “‘] 


“Knowing there are 71 vehicles 
which 1 am responsible for in 
different parts of the state is a 
little unnerving.” 


got to do things other clerical spe- 
cialists wouldn’t normally do, such 
as helping with the annual report. 
“I'm glad they gave me a chance to 
do that sort of thing--it made the 
job much more interesting.’ 
Beth, originally from Arlington, 
Virginia, graduated from 


Georgetown University in 
Washington, D.C., with a degree in 
English. She moved to Oregon two 
years ago with her husband, Steve, 
who attends Willamette Law 
School. 

“Steve clerks at a local law firm 
so there was a little money coming 
in before | got a job,’’ Beth says. “‘I 
never envisioned myself being the 
sole supporter, but it doesn’t 
bother me. | always expected to be 
working and helping bring home 
the money. | see it as a shared 
responsibility.” 

-Beth says when she came to 
Salem she had absolutely no 
knowledge of the job market and 
was unemployed for two months. 

‘| thought after graduation | de- 
served a rest,’ she says. “Then, 
after a month on vacation | began 
frantically job hunting. But not 
knowing any people to call or any 
organizations to contact, I just 
didn’t know where to start.’ 

Then, she says, someone sug- 
gested she try the state. She took 
the civil service test for clerical 
assistant and clerical specialist pos- 
itions. 

The first job she landed was as 
clerical assistant doing microfilm- 
ing for the Teachers Standards and 
Practices Commission. She quit 
after six months to look for a bet- 


_ter-paying job. This time she con- — 


Beth Mulcahy, in charge of purchasing all vehicles, inspects a van sold to an 
organization under the federal grant program. 
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Happy birthday, Brownie 


HARRISON BROWN, 698 Thomp- 
son NE, Salem, 97303. Retired 1976. 

“| just happened to be close to 
the building so decided to stop in 
and say hello,’’ said “Brownie” 
during a visit last month to the 
ODOT public affairs office. That 
day just happened to be Oct. 17, 
Brownie’s birthday. 

He has never been able to break 
the habit of sharing cookies and 
coffee with his old PA friends on 
that special day. 

Brownie has been doing some 
free-lance writing, mainly on short 
stories. But mostly he prefers to 
talk about the trip he, his wife, 
daughter and son-in-law took to 
Hawaii last June. 

He said they did the whole bit--a 
lei and a kiss on arrival, a luau, 


hula-hulas, Pearl Harbor, Gilligan’s 
Island, the Little Grass Shack, vol- 
canoes, and lots of ‘Hawaiian 
Punch.” 


It’s cool and green 


GEORGE CHURCHILL, 552-176 
Bean Creek Road, Scotts Valley, CA 
95066. Retired 1975. 

George (Willamette Greenway) 
moved to Scotts Valley, CA, just 
north of Santa Cruz, in 1977. 

VIA talked with him during his 
stopover in Salem last month, en- 
route home from a 3-week baby 
and animal-sitting vacation in Seat- 
tle. George’s three sons and seven 
grandchildren live there. 

He still enjoys a daily swim--not 
in Lake Oswego but in a pool at the 
mobile home village for seniors 
where he and wife Bee now live. 


Beth Mulcahy, Public Transit Division’s Special Projects Manager. 


centrated on clerical specialist pos- 
itions. 

“Il got a call from the Public 
Transit Division for an interview,’ 
she says, ‘“‘and | was hired.” 

Beth says as clerical specialist 
she worked with the grants pro- 
gram keeping all the statistical rec- 


Beth said her program is grow- 

ing, with the number of vehicles 
increasing rapidly. 
“Knowing there are 71 vehicles 
which | am responsible for in dif- 
ferent parts of the state is a little 
unnerving,’’ she admits. 

And how unnerving is the 


“1 feel good about what | do--giving people in wheelchairs a 


means of transportation. “ 


ords. But although she was familiar 
with the program when she was 
promoted, the job still took a lot of 
learning. $ 

“Erik East, the deputy adminis- 
trator, helped me a lot,’ she says. 
“And | was fortunate to have a pre- 
decessor who left good files. | 
could read through them and see 
how everything was done.” 

Beth said she has begun to feel 
comfortable with her job within the 
last few months. 

“The grant program runs in 
years,’ she explains. ‘“And unless 
you are in it from start to finish, 
you don’t know it.’ 

Each year, the federal govern- 
ment puts $250,000 into Oregon’s 
budget for the capital assistance 
program. Beth helps decide which 
non-profit organizations in the 
state will receive funding. She also 
does all purchasing of the vans and 
buses, as well as related equipment 
such as wheelchair lifts and radio 
equipment. 


Retirees let us know what's happening ** 


Add to that his bowling, church © 


work, SIRS (Seniors in Retirement) 
membership, the new golf clubs he 
has never had time to uncrate, and 
you wonder when he finds time to 
sleep. 

“The weather is nice here,’ he 
says. “It’s fairly green, and we geta 
cool Oregon breeze much of the 
time.“ 


Deserves the easy life 


PURL FOX, 1231 Olympic St., 
Springfield 97477. Retired 1969. 

Canning, camping, and visiting-- 
what a life. It can be said that Purl 
deserves the easy life, though, 
after 23 years as a highway mainte- 
nance worker. He retired as a Dis- 
trict 5 (Eugene) crew foreman be- 
cause of poor eyesight. 

He says his eyesight has im- 


amount of money she handles Ber 
ularly? 


“1 don’t stop to think about it,” — 


she says. ‘It doesn’t bother me be- 
cause it’s handled 


ca 


amounts--$10,000 to $20,000. But | _ 


guess your perspective about. 
money changes when you’re sitting _ 


behind this desk.” 
Beth said she enjoys her job be- 


cause she likes working with peo- | 


ple and feels she is doing some- 
thing worthwhile. 

“Once last winter, a salesman 
selling wheelchair lifts for vans 
came to see me,” she recalls. ‘“He 
put me in a wheelchair and | went 
out the back door (of the Transpor- 
tation building), down the ramp 
and around to the vehicle. 

“My mobility was so limited it 
really made me empathize with 
people in wheelchairs,” Beth says. 
“| feel good about what | do-- 
giving people in wheelchairs a 
means of transportation by putting 
a bus or a van at their disposal.” 
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o-0S-a8-050-«20-«0e- 050-00 0-050-400-4) Se 


proved, but he had a heart attack 
last year which has slowed him 
down. Still, his wife keeps him 
busy canning, going on camping 
trips, and visiting the ‘‘kids and 
grandchildren.” ; 


Hole=;n-one 
ROD PORTER, 860 Empire N.W., 


Salem, 97304. Retired 1972. 
Rod, modest as he is, did not 


report this feat, but VIA learned — 


from a Salem paper that he scored 
a hole-in-one last month at Salem 
Golf Club. It was his first in nine 
years of serious golfing since re- 
tirement in 1972. 

The former State Highway En- 


gineer was playing with Highway _ 


Division retirees Ivan Merchant 


‘and John Oakes. 


- 


in small 


